
This camera manual library is for reference and historical purposes, all rights reserved.  
This page is copyright by mike@butkus.org   M. Butkus, N.J.  

This page may not be sold or distributed without the expressed 
permission of the producer  

I have no connection with any camera company 

If you find this manual useful, how about a donation of $3 to: M. Butkus, 29 Lake 
Ave., High Bridge, NJ 08829-1701 and send your E-mail address too so I can thank 
you. Most other places would charge you $7.50 for a electronic copy or $18.00 for a 

hard to read Xerox copy. These donations  allow me to continue to buy new manuals 
and maintain these pages.  It'll make you feel better, won't it? 

If you use Pay Pal, use the link below. Use the above address for a check, M.O. or 
cash.  Use the E-mail of butkusmi@ptd.net for PayPal. 

 
 

 
 

back to my “Orphancameras” manuals /flash and light meter site  
Only one “donation” needed per manual, not per multiple section of a manual ! 

The large manuals are split only for easy download size. 

http://www.butkus.org/chinon
http://www.paypal.com


.A . .. 

' h.. 

ASAHI  OPTICAL C( 
980 .Maenocho,Shtmura , l taba=~ 

Donated to www.orphancameras.com



m R e a ~ c o v e r  lock @ Shuttcr release button @ Houd lock 
Rear-cover @ Exposure counting dial @ Lens batrel 

@ Rewinding knob g) Rewinding clutch @ Magnifier 
@ Sprocket Taking lens , - @ Distance scale, index mar1 
() Take-up spool B) Lens cap @ Diaphragm ring 
.g Winding knob @ Reflex finder hood Aperture index mark 

, L 

With Takumar 3.5/50mm 
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@Rear-cover lock 
Q Rear-coyer 
@Rewinding kno, 

Sprocket 
- Tabe-up spool + Winding knob 

,l . 
L .  

I .I 

g) Shutter release button 
C) Exposure counting dial 
a Rewinding clutch 
@Taking lens , 

le, Lens cap 
Reflex finder hood 

- - -  

QI houd lock 
Lens barre l  

@ Magnifier 
6) Distance scale, index mar1 

Diaphragm ring 
@ Apertore index mark 

Pre-se t  aperture lever 
. @ Pre-se t  aperture index mark 
() Shutter speed dial 
@ Tripod socket 
@ Eyelevel optical viewf~nder 

L 
$ Flash cable socket 
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I t -  

With Takumar 3.5/50mm 

with Takumar 2.4 /58mm 
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L 

S i n g l e  - l e n s  refl 'ex X 3 5  inm film @laylight  loading car t r idge  used) 
P b t ~ e  s i z e  24 mm X 36 mm (Leica size)  . 20 o r  36exposures. 
S & * * d d  l e n s 1  "Takumar" 50 mm 1 :3.5 (Helicoid lens  bar re l ,  w i t h  

pre,-set aper ture  ring) 
2 "Takbmar" 58 mm 1 :2.4 (Helicoid lens barrel .  with t p r e s e t  cper ture ,  ring) 

Shutter Focal-plane shubter. 
Speed range : B, % %m. %. % 1 

W irrar Quick-return mechanism 
T h e  focysing i s  secured by t u r m i n g  the  lens b a r r e l  
with observing the  image produced on t h e  ground 
g l a s s  b y  means of t h e  m i r r o r .  
F o d s j n g  range, (.when extension tube n o t  used ) 
2. mm : - f r o q  2 ft .  t o  infinity 
3.'5/5Fmm l .  e.frbm.2.5 ft. t o  infinity 

'ind Jn  add!t,hn t o  the reflex view-finder. eye- level 
'finder i s  eqtiipped:, 

S ~ n c h -  i Two terminal  s o c k e t s  " X " and " F " o f  European type 
Double exposut .  Double exposu;.'e, can be prevented a s  t h e  s h u t t e r  and 
prevention 

l\ 
t h e  film a r e  ~lound u p  .simultaneously. S p e c i a l  de- 
v i c e  i s  made on t o  the camera to  prevent  from be- . 
ing exposed w h i l e  the  winding up. (However, if de-  
s i r e d .  double exposure may be made by using the lev- 

. erz~ ?c) 

L... i n t e r c h n r r e  " s c r e w - i n  type , J 

,'L 

1 How .tms W:fi 
. . ~ ~ l * t o o d i a a ~ ~ ~  , , .  

F i r s t ,  open the rea; cover@ by pulling t 

rear-cover lbck@ all  the way out. Then 

out the. rewinding knob@ and place the c a r t r  

in the camera. 

After  placing the car t r idge  in the camera, dm 
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base of the winding knob@ and adjust the figurn 

1 on the dial directly opposite the index mark. 

the r e a r  cover@ ahd push down the rear-coves 11 HOW to unload film 

, Xow your camera I S  loaded, but, whlle 

you n e r e  loadlng the film, some length of 
the f ~ l m  was protaLly exposed to Ilght. camera to the posit~on " R "  

F o r  the purpose of advancing t h ~ s  expos- 

( 1 ed sectlon of the f~ lm,  turn the \\lndlng 
When the rew~nding clutch@ is s e t  to 

the posttion "R: the sprockets a r e  freed fr- 
om the film. 

Then lift the rew~nding knob@ and turn 
the w~ndtng knob@ another full turn. Re- - it in the dtrection indtcated by the arrow. 
peat thts operatton twlce. By doing this, the exposed film which i s  

to the car t r~dge.  

exposure. However, before taklng the first When the exposed film is returned to ~ n 3  
cartridge, open the r&r  cover an,d remove 
the cartlrldge from the camera. ( A s  soak 
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. . 
as  the film leader of the exposed film 
i.s pulled out of the s lo t  of the take. 
up spool 0, the rewinding ldnob @will 
turn more freely indicating that the 
entire film has rewmnd. 

. . .  . 
r Focusing , .  . 

Remove the lens cap@ from the lens@' and open the "iew-findet by 

pushing up the hood lock@. ( T o  close the hood, fold the four s ides  dowd ib 
the following order; rear, left, right and front).  L , , 

The image formed by the lens@ i s  reflected by . 
a mlrror se t  at an angle of 45' and is  repreduo. . 

ed on the focusing glass. This image CS identi'cai , 

with that which will be produced on theyfilm.' '-$ 

T o  'focubpz turn the lens ba ' r r e l a  
while observing the imaee ~ r o d u c d o n  
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2. D i s t a n c e  s c a l e  a n d  d e p t h  
In order  to ensure accurate focusing, of f i e ld .  

The distance to the subject is  
der  hood. The magnifier will Se set shown by the figures 2.5. 3, 5, 7, 

Parallel to the focusing glass if the l u g  10, 15, 25, 50 and imprinted on the 
is  pulled up. Place your eye a s  ,-lose lens barrel  ( s e e  Photo). 
to the magnifier a s  possible. When a clear image i s  produced 

on the focusing glass, the distance 

' to  the subject will be indicated by 
the index mark@. 

The figure 3.5, 8 and 11 on both sides of the index mark@ indicate lens ', 
aperture. Any type of lens has a dept 
ing field is  meant that an accurate fo 

the foreground and background when the lens is  focused on an object. 
When the opening is decreased ( o r ,  in other words, when the i r i s  deaph- 

' 

:ragm scale is adjusted to a larger figure), the depth of focusing field incr. 
eases.  

When the diaphragm ring i s  set  a t  3.5, 8 and 11 the depth of focusing 
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- X -P 

11 . - L q n s  opning 

. 
field is shown by the figures on both sides of the index mark@. For in 

stance. when the figure 15 on the distance scale I S  adjusted directly opposi- 
te the index mark and the diaphragm ring IS set at 11, these figures w i l l  
indicate that the depth 
of focusing field ranges 
from 10 f t  to infinity 1 (nd that locus can be 

secured on any subject 
within that range. 

-. 
After an accurate focus is secured, determine the lens opening. The diapb,, 

ragm ring@ is located at the foremost section of the lens barrel@. Adjust 
the figures 3.5, 4. 5, 5.6, 8, 11 or 16 imprinted on this ring directly opposite 
the index mark@ in accordance with the existing light conditivn. 

Besides its.reletion to the depth of focus, the lens openin-g 5@ an [M- 

factor in determining the exposure time. The dbphregtn ring 04 &@ ASm . n  

FLEX has been SD desig;~ed that the amount d light admitted Bscraaur 
approximately half w k k v e r  it '6 moved to a targer figure. 

4 . How t o  u s e  the p r e s e t  aperture lever .  ' The advandageous feature of a,single-lens reflex camera is the fact thht the 
actual result can be determined while securing the focus (Even the exact d 0  
gree of blur of the background can be seen beforehand). Nevertheless 'when 
the diaphragm ring is set at the. desired lens aperture, the image produced on 

4 &er.focusing glass is sometimes too dark. Thus, it is sometimes extrend9 di 
&cult to secwe accurate focus. In such instances, the diapmagm is usually 
f u l 4  opened while securing focus. However, this gives rise to inconvenience 

/ owU@ to the fact th?t the diaphragm must be adjusted after securing focus. 
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How t o  u s e  t h e  p r e - s e t  
a p e r t u r e  r ing  @....-.-@ 

The pre-set aperture ring has been design- 
ed in order  to eliminate this inconvenience. 
By setting the pre-set aperture ring beforeha- 
nd, the diaphragm can be left wide open 
while securing focus. After accurate focus 
is  secured, and before pressing the shutter. 
give the diaphragm ring@ a turn and the r i -  
ng will stop automatically at t he  desired lens 
opening. 

The pre-set aperture ring is operated in 
one of the following two ways: 

@ Catch the pre-set aperture lever@ w ~ t h  
your fingertips and adjust the red line to 
the desired figure ( f o r  instance. 5.6) .  Leave 
the diaphragm wide open ( o r  in other words, 
a t  the figure 3.5) while securing focus. Be- 
fore pressing the shutter release, turn the,  
i r i s  diaphragm ring a turn and it will stop 
*t the desired aperture 

@ Hold the i r i s  diaphragm ring a s  shown in the pkoto a d  adjust it to tbe 
desired figure ( f o r  instance, 5.6).  The p r e s e t  aperture ring will move simu- 
ltaneously and stop at  the figure 5.6. 

The focusing operation can be conducted with the i r i s  diaphragm s e t  at  the 
' desired opening. However, if the image on the focusing glass i s  too dark, the 

lens aperture can be opened fully; and, before pressing the shutter..release 
b;tton, give the ring a turn and it will stop at the desired opening. 

When' returning the p r e s e t  aperture ring to its normal position however,al-. 
ways use the lever. i 

5 . S h u t t e r  s p e e d  
The ASAHIFLEX is equipped with a focal plane shutter with speehs of B, 

f/a. Xo0 to Xfoo sec. These  figures a r e  imprinted on the shutter speed dial 
@. To  adjust  the shutter speed, simply s e t  the desired figure directly opp*' ' site the index mark. . 

T o  adjust the shutter speed, lift the shutter speed dial@ and turn it uhtil 
the desired figure is  directly opposite the shutter speed index mark. When ' 
the shutter speed dial@ is se t  a t  B (  Bulb),the shutter opens during the time ' 

the shutter release button i s  pressed. Thus, when it is adjusted to B, it i s  
advisable to use a. tripod in order  to prevent the camera from moving. 'The 
tripod shoul! be secured into the tripod mount (22) .  

To make time (T) exposures, unscrew the ring around the shutter release 
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- i, 
@ and mount a cable release equipped with a 6 . Composi t ion  

time exposure lock attachment. 
After accurate focus i s  secured, and lens opening and shutter speed ake p]- 

perly adjusted, compose the subject by carefully observing the image on the 
focusing glass. 

when taking snapshots o r  pictures of moving objects. use the eyelevel view. j 
Do not stone the camera with the snutter finder@. In this case, determine the distance to the subject beforehand, by 

wound. After you have taken the desired nu- utilizing the reflex viewfinder o r  the distance scale@. L 

mber of pictures, put the lens-cap on the The eye-level v iewfindera  also 
lens ,~nd press  the shutter release. Later,  i s  handy in case composition of sub 
trhen you wish to make an exposure, se t  b e t  with the' reflex viewfinder i s  
the rewinding clutch@ located on the b e  difficult for instance. when taking 
ttom of the camera to the position "R: and 1 - , ~ h o t ~ \ ~ h i l e h ~ l d i n g t h e r ~ m ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  
then turn winding knob. By doing so, the t ically 
shutter alone will be wound and the film 
\ \ i l l  not advance. Then, return the rewind- 
ing clutch to the or~ginal  position. In this 
way, the shutter can be wound without 
wasting any tilm. 

-& 
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Press the camera close to your 
cheek to &event moving and press 
the shutter release while placing 
your eye as close to the magnifier 
as possible. 

After securing accurate focus by utiliz 
ing the magnifier, fold the magnifier and 
compose the subject while holding the 
camera at the height of your chest. 

7 . Exposure 

To make exposure, press the 
shutter release@gently while 
holding the camera firmly. By 
doing so, the reflector-mirror 
andwhich produces t h ~  imageon 
the focusing glass gips up by 
means of a spring,'and during 
' h i s  short laterval, the shutte~ 

operates and tt'he is e, 
Determine the distance beforehand and compose posed. 

the subject through the eye-level viewfinder. ,W hen the ;h&& $&I 
@ is pressed, the shutter speed dial@ rotatvs; thefsefare, do. a&f~.QWeh 
dial when making the exposure. 

When the shutter button is released, the reflector-mirror returns to its': ' 
original position, thus enabling you to ascertain' the result, or to cornpo&$ 
the next plcture. R 

8 Winding of f i l m  t 

To advance the exposed part of the film, turn the winding knob@ in the ,  
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direction of the arrow, until it 
goes no further. This operation 
will also set the shutter for 
the next exposure. The sirnultw 
neous winding of the film and 
shutter prevents double expasu* 
sures. When the winding knob : 
is given a f d l  turn, the expm 
sure counting dial@ automiltici~ 
Iky registers the advanee by 
showing one graduation. 

Determine the distance betorehand 
and hold the camera against your fo re  
head as shown in the photo and com- 
pose the subject tbrough the eye-leve 
I viervfinder. This is the best way 
of hold~ng the camera when making 
exposure from such a position. 

9 .  F l a s h  synchronizat ion Pi 

Consequently, the,ASA 

sures  indoors o r  even ' 

at night at ordinary. 

; plane shutter f~.sb"h. 
bulbs for  (FP) v :' 
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I I akumar L enses 
Besizes the standard lens, the following types of lenses are  interchange& 

le with the Takumar .lenses for the ASAHIFLEX. 'All of them are superior 
coated lenses and all are equipped with pre-set aper tu re  ring e a p p t  the 

500mm lens. 

L~~~ . .... ... .. .... .... f 3.5 135mm f 3 . 5  100mm f1.9 83mm 
Lens elements --. 5pcs. 3 7 
M in. apertuFe ---. 16 16 16 
Distance scale .- 6feet-inf. 4.5f-t-inf. 3,Sfeet-inf. 
Angle of view -- .  18: 24' 29' 
Weight .......-.... 5006 2808 , 440s i r 

Remarks 

1. Keep the camera away from dust and moisture. 

2. The d i r t s  on the lens have to be removed with 
well washed blenched cloth. 
The dust on the mirror must be cleared off 
with feather or spyay. 
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I,, d 

-.. 
1 0. l nterchangi ng l ens- Closeup photography and 

Because the lens barrel i s  screwed onto the camera body, lenses can be cause the image seen on the foe  
interchanged without the least difficulty. glass of the ASAHIFLEX is  

d by the taking lens and reflect- 
No matter what type of lens is used, an accurate image will be mirror, there i s  absolutely 

produced on the focusing glass, Thus. photographing with any of the Icc of making parallax adjustment. . 
rge number of lenses available can be effected with the greatest of re, the ASAHIFLEX is parti- 
eaw. suitable for close-up photogra- 

DO not interchange lenses in direct sunlipht. 

taking pictures of subjects cl- 
an 2.5 feet, dismount the lens 

l.: g m  and insert the extension tube 
en the camera body and the lens 

. . here four types' of exten- 
No.1 ring is for photo. 

a subject at a distance of 
O c m .  If the NoE. 1. 2 arid 4 , 

the size of the image prw 
the film will be identical 
aet~lal size of the subfeet. 
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Special ' ASAHIFLEX copying kit 

As the case'pr rl 
use the approbr iate wtpnsi 

,,*in& L order to give an ev 

ted. T,kusi it can be used 
pakic$arty in schools,. fact 

ach the stand and pantagraph to- the portable 
casd. Because this f5ntagrapg" enables jnw 

to lower or raise the.came6a with one hand, 
focusing as well a s  composition is greatly 
fecilitated. ' 
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